Psychiatric diagnosis in Japan. 2. Reliability of conventional diagnosis and discrepancies with Research Diagnostic Criteria diagnosis.
Twenty Japanese psychiatrists were asked for their conventional diagnoses for each of 29 case vignettes already diagnosed according to Research Diagnostic Criteria. The reliability coefficients of Japanese conventional diagnoses were low; only two categories exceeded the intraclass correlation coefficient of 0.7. However, the low reliability was found to be due not to random variations but to the difference of individual psychiatrists in setting boundaries of diagnostic entities though sharing the common prototype for each diagnostic category.